
The Tartan Trout; Scotland’s Trout Fishing Heritage 

THE TARTAN TROUT 
 

SCOTLAND’S TROUT FISHING HERITAGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DREW JAMIESON 

© Andrew Jamieson, 2009  
 

P a g e  | 1 

2009 



The Tartan Trout; Scotland’s Trout Fishing Heritage 

 
The moral rights of the author has been asserted 

 
 

 This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, 
be lent, re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher’s prior consent in 

any form (including electronic).  

 
  

 

 
 
 
 

Copyright © Andrew Jamieson, 2009 
All rights reserved 

 
Published by Angler’s Companions 

© Andrew Jamieson, 2009  
 

P a g e  | 2 



The Tartan Trout; Scotland’s Trout Fishing Heritage 

CONTENTS 
 

 
Preface 
 
1: INTRODUCTION  

  
 Living in Interesting Times 

 
2: SCOTLAND’S ANGLING HERITAGE 
 

 In The Footsteps of the Masters. 
 The Democracy of the Waterside. 
 The Cradle of Scottish Trout Fishing. 

 
3: SCOTLAND’S WILD TROUT 
 
4: SOME CLASSIC TROUT WATERS 
 

 River Tweed, River Clyde, River Tay, River Spey. 
 Loch Awe, Carron Valley, Loch Sionascaig, Loch Watten, 
 Loch Harray, Lake of Menteith, Coldingham Loch. 

 
5: MANAGING THE TROUT FISHERIES 
 

 Caring For The Wild Trout 
 Monitoring the Catches 
 Options for Improvement. 
 The Harperrig Experiment. 
 What About Stocking. 
 The Gladhouse Experience. 

 
6: SPECIAL PLACES, SPECIAL PEOPLE   

 
 Auld Reekie, Loch Leven, River Clyde, River Devon, 
 Lochs of Islay, Loch Skene,  
 Gladhouse, Talla,.Harperrig 

 
7: LOOKING FORWARD 
 

 Scotland’s Trout in Trust 
 Too Many Trout Lochs? 
 Trout Fishing in a Changing Climate. 

 

© Andrew Jamieson, 2009  
 

P a g e  | 3 



The Tartan Trout; Scotland’s Trout Fishing Heritage 

 PREFACE 
 

 
 

"for gameness and for beauty were all their fancy painted them" 
 

       Duncan Fraser, 1911 
 
You will have a happy lifetime pursuing The Tartan Trout.  Like the Haggis and Nessie, 
or perhaps, like Lavinia Derwent’s “Tammy Troot - frae West Kilbride”, the Tartan 
Trout is a mythical creature.  
 
At its core is Scotland’s iconic wild brown trout.  Add to that, a dash of the hills, 
mountains, rivers and lochs it which it is found, plus a good slug of the people and 
characters who fish for and manage them.  Finish off with the great history and tradition 
of Scottish trout fishing and the literary heritage left behind by those who wrote about it 
and you have – the Tartan Trout.   
 
Many of these essays started life as articles for angling magazines or chapters in books.  
Many have been published previously and a few have even been read!  Others remained 
“works in progress” - until now.  It seemed a shame to leave them dispersed all over the 
ether and back issues of publications.  Most of the chapters can stand alone but there is a 
thread linking them together in a logical manner.  So I have pulled them together in one 
document – a basket of trout - perhaps?  
 
This is not a “How to” book.  It is neither about “How to Catch Trout”, nor “Where to 
Find Trout”.  There are many other publications which do that better.  This is rather a 
celebration of Scotland’s trout, the places you fish for them and the people who look after 
them.    Enjoy. 
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- now casting their “heavenly flees”. 
 
 
 

In the cradle of the hills – a man and his rod 
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