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PREFACE

"for gameness and for beauty were all their fancy painted them"

Duncan Fraser, 1911

You will have a happy lifetime pursuing The Tartan Trout. Like the Haggis and Nessie,
or perhaps, like Lavinia Derwent’s “Tammy Troot - frae West Kilbride”, the Tartan
Trout is a mythical creature.

At its core is Scotland’s iconic wild brown trout. Add to that, a dash of the hills,
mountains, rivers and lochs it which it is found, plus a good slug of the people and
characters who fish for and manage them. Finish off with the great history and tradition
of Scottish trout fishing and the literary heritage left behind by those who wrote about it
and you have — the Tartan Trout.

Many of these essays started life as articles for angling magazines or chapters in books.
Many have been published previously and a few have even been read! Others remained
“works in progress” - until now. It seemed a shame to leave them dispersed all over the
ether and back issues of publications. Most of the chapters can stand alone but there is a
thread linking them together in a logical manner. So | have pulled them together in one
document — a basket of trout - perhaps?

This is not a “How to” book. It is neither about “How to Catch Trout”, nor “Where to
Find Trout”. There are many other publications which do that better. This is rather a
celebration of Scotland’s trout, the places you fish for them and the people who look after
them. Enjoy.
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In the cradle of the hills — a man and his rod
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